STUDENT LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
APRIL 18-19, 2026
SAINT JOHN XXIII PASTORAL CENTER, CHARLESTON, WV

Thinking about leadership, but don't know where to start? @

Go Beyond the Classroom - Attend the APTA-WV Student Leadership Academy

Whether you're looking to create lasting change or just wondering how to take that first step into
leadership, the APTA-WYV Student Leadership Academy is designed for you. Join us for a
weekend dedicated to your personal and professional growth, where you will:

e Gain Insights: Learn what it takes to be a leader from the members of the APTA-WV
board, a representative from the West Virginia Board of Physical Therapy, and other
established experts in the field.

e Find Your Path: Hear directly from student leaders and recent graduates about how to
get involved at both the state and national levels.

e Unlock Opportunities: Discover how professional engagement can deepen the meaning
and influence of your career.

e Personal Growth and Self-Care: Learn techniques on how to care for yourself as you
care for your patients.

e Student Networking: Get to know your fellow PT and PTA students from across the
state.

Those who seek opportunities for professional development in leadership have a competitive
edge. SLA will add value to your DPT or PTA degree. Leadership training will provide an
opportunity for networking with experienced clinicians and leaders in the physical therapy
profession.

Don't just join the profession—shape it! And have FUN!
Saint John XXIII offers dorm-style rooms for $29/night. (not a typo...©)

Meetings will be held at Saint John XXIII in their meeting space. Parking is free!

Paid meals will also be at Saint John XXIII: Breakfast, lunch, and dinner will be provided on
Saturday, and a continental breakfast on Sunday.

Saturday afternoon will include a volunteer activity followed by dinner.

For those students arriving Friday evening or who are local, we will have a social gathering for
those interested, and maybe a visit to Short Story Brewery!



Eligibility

ANY student who is enrolled in a DPT or PTA program in West Virginia and who is a member
of the APTA-WYV is eligible to apply for the Student Leadership Academy (SLA). The Academy
is limited to 18 students per year. Should there be more than 18 applicants, a review process will
occur with a committee of 3 APTA-WV members from different affiliations to ensure a fair
review process. Should there be a review process required, the letter of interest will be strongly
applied to the selection process. Other requirements may need to be submitted upon request.

All applications must be submitted by WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2026.

Tentative agenda:

Saturday, April 18, 2026

8:00 - Check-in/Registration
8:30-10:30 - Speaker presentations
10:30 - Break

10:45-12:15 - Speaker presentations
12:15-1:00 - Lunch

1:00-4:00 - Speaker presentations
4:30-6:00 - Volunteer activity

6:30 - Dinner

Sunday, April 19, 2026

8:00-12:00 - Speaker presentations with a short break mid-morning

All students who complete SLA will receive a certificate of completion.
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